
 
Dear Flower Mounders,  
 
Hello, I am Tom Hayden, Candidate for Town Council in Place 5.  There are currently at least four bills 
before the State House of Representatives that I would like to visit with you about that have the potential 
to radically alter the landscape of Flower Mound and our ability to self govern.   
 
House Bill 2110, which has passed committee and awaits being brought before the entire body,  if enact 
would in affect nullify Flower Mound’s current Oil and Gas ordinances.  HB 2110 would extend 
eminent domain to minerals and if a municipality prohibited the development of minerals due to a local 
ordinance that municipality would be required to monetarily reimburse the parties.  The financial 
magnitude would be such that no municipality could afford to uphold their local ordinances.      
 
House Bill 4654 takes Oil and Gas drilling to the next level.    In Section 2 of HB 4654 it states that upon 
the effective date of the bill becoming law, as soon as practical, the Railroad Commission would adopt 
“model  rules” that will be applicable to all municipalities in the State of Texas.  If this bill were to pass, 
whatever “model rules” were adopted by the Railroad Commission would apply to the entire state, 
irrespective to whether you lived in Midland/Odessa or Flower Mound, Texas.  Flower Mound’s ability to 
set its own standards and ordinances for Oil and Gas Drilling will disappear.  While on the surface this 
appears to only be a negative as far as our ability to locally regulate Oil and Gas drilling, it begins 
a dangerous precedent of eroding the ability of local communities to set standards that reflect the 
values of their community. 
 
The Third House Bill is 4441 involves Gas Pipelines.  The Texas Railroad Commission will have exclusive 
original jurisdiction for design, installation and deciding where the lines are placed, the operation, and 
certain environmental controls, screening, noise suppression, maintenance and waivers.  This further 
erodes the rights of municipalities by an agency that is already understaffed, overworked, and to date has 
a poor record of addressing environmental concerns.  
 
The Fourth Bill is House Bill 4144.  HB 4144 will require municipalities in Texas to form an Advisory 
Committee to design a comprehensive plan that details current and future land uses as a basis for 
making planning and zoning decisions among other items.  This comprehensive plan has the potential 
to completely rewrite our Master Plan and Smart Growth initiatives.  What should make this a 
concern for every Flower Mound resident is the composition of the “Advisory Committee.”  At least 40% 
of the Advisory Committee will be comprised of “representatives of the Real Estate, Development 
or Building Industries.”  Our local zoning laws will be greatly influenced by business interest 
whose  purpose may not be the complete goodwill of the town.    
 
The Texas Municipal League has determined that each of these bills are not acceptable and should not 
become law.    It is important essential that you contact your local representatives and urge them to 
oppose HB 4144, HB 4654, HB 2110 and HB 4441.   
 
Thank you for reading such a long note and please forward to your neighbor.  Our community needs to 
know that Urban Drilling issues in Flower Mound are not dead and if we become complacent you will see 
Rigs at the Riverwalk, and on the Golf Course of Bridlewood.  Also I urge you to vote - local elections are 
right around the corner. 
 
Tom Hayden 
Candidate for Council Place 5 
(214) 384-1105 
 


